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Tear Soup by P. Schwiebert & C. DeKlyen * ACTA Publications/Griefwatch « 978-0961519766

Winner the 2001 Theologos Book Award, this book helps youngsters grieve and cope with the loss of a loved one.
Called to His Supper by Jeannine Timko Leichner ¢« Our Sunday Visitor * 978-1592762996

A guide for children to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Totally Lent - A Child’s Journey to Easter 2011 by Jean Larkin * Pflaum Publishing Group ¢ 978-1935042457
For students in grades K-3 — engaging activities and pencil puzzles and games help develop and reinforce season concept.
Totally Lent - A Kid’s Journey to Easter 2011 by Alice A. Pfeifer, CSA * Pflaum Publishing Group * 978-1935042464 &&=
For students in grades 4-6 — engaging activities and pencil puzzles and games help develop and reinforce season concept.
Teen Prayers by Teens by Judith M. Cozzins ¢ Pauline Books & Media * 978-0819874146

Offers teens three types of prayers they will find appealing — original prayers, prayers to saints, traditional prayers.
Bible for Little Ones Translated by Mary Nazarene Prestofillipo * Pauline Books & Media * 978-0819811660
Eighteen best-loved stories come to life in bursts of color and simple vocabulary.

Where is God? by Joni Oeltjenbruns * Pauline Books & Media * 978-0819883070

Rhyming text, playful pictures and hidden flaps lead preschoolers on an amusing search for God.

Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth by Brian Singer-Towns, General Editor * Saint Mary’s Press * 978-0884899877
Revised second edition of a clear, comprehensive guide to all things Catholic for young people.

The Catholic Youth Prayer Book by L. Krupp, M. Miller, & M. Shrader * Saint Mary’s Press * 978-0884899006
Helps youth understand the meaning of Christian prayer, as well as traditional and contemporary methods of prayer.

Catholic Connections Handbook for Middle Schoolers by J. Claussen, et al. * Saint Mary’s Press « 978-0884899945
Resource to help young teens learn the main aspects of our Catholic faith, including ways to put one’s faith into action.

S
JEANNINE TIMKO LEICHNER

Parenting with Prayer

Mary Ann Kuharski’s book “Parenting With Prayer” is an informative and fun read! With classic Catholic prayers like the Rosary
and Memorare, to the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, the Commandments, Sacraments and much more, this Catholic
mother of thirteen children offers practical tips mixed with humor and insight.

Paperback. 190 pages. $10 + $5.95 S&H ¢ Order online at www.ProlifeAcrossAmerica.org

All proceeds go to PROLIFE Across AMERICA. Since 1989 PROLIFE Across AMERICA’s Media Mission is to reach out
through billboard, radio and newspaper ads to people who may not be reached in any other way. Our ads create an “Atmosphere
of Life” in a “culture of death.” Totally educational (non-profit and non-political), PROLIFE Across AMERICA is committed to
bringing positive, persuasive messages offering information and alternatives - including adoption - and post abortion assistance
to those in need. For more information, please call 1-800-366-7773.

En Espanol

El dltimo Titulo
Trimeste Trimeste Autor * Editor *ISBN

1

ers

Catecismo de la Iglesia Catélica * Doubleday Religion * 978-0385479844 « USCCB + 978-1574558289 ORI
El resumen oficial de la fe Catélica respecto a los credos Iglesia, los sacramentos, los mandamientos y las oraciones. l] ATEE SMI]
Juntos para Toda la Vida por Padre Joseph M. Champlin * Liguori Publications * 978-0892435937

Uno de los libros de preparacion mis utilizada matrimonio.

Catecismo Catoélico de Los Estados Unidos para los Adultos * USCCB Publishing « 978-1574559040

Incluye historias, la doctrina, cotizaciones, preguntas de discusion, y mi oracion a llevar al lector a una fe mds profunda.
Manual para el Catélico de Hoy - Una Publicacion Pastoral Redentorista * Liguori Publications « 978-0764813221

Esta manual examina las creencias, practicas y oraciones de la fe catolica. ]
Manual de la Teologia para los Catélicos de Hoy por Claudio Burgaleta, SJ * Liguori Publications * 978-0764817892
Una introduccion basica a la teologia para ayudarle a aprender la fe Catdlica.

De la Muerte a la Vida por Joseph Champlin * Liguori Publications * 978-0764812972

Este libro ayuda a un plan familiar, personalizar y producir una misa de funeral de entierro cristiano.
Un Nuevo Comienzo Aguilera por Alejandro Aguilera-Titus * Liguori Publications * 978-0764818363
La Cuaresma es un tiempo especial para ser guiados por el Espiritu en un re-encuentro con Jesucristo.

Manual para Entender y Participar en la Misa por Juan J. Sosa * Liguori Publications * 978-0764818004

Padre Sosa ensefia que la misa es una celebracion que puede cambiar la vida de las personas que participan.

La Vida en Cristo por Revs. Killgallon, Weber, Place and Maletta * ACTA Publications * 978-0879461935
Preguntas y respuestas de recursos para el enriquecimiento personal, RICA, la escuela secundaria y la educacion de adultos.
Sopa de Lagrimas por Pat Schwiebert & Chuck DeKlyen « ACTA Publications/Griefwatch * 978-0972424165

Este premiado libro ayuda a los nifios llorar y hacer frente a la pérdida de un ser querido.

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNICATION Based on publisher reports of all orders—including orders from general interest, Catholic and Christian stores—in the U.S. and Canada during the

CAMPAIGN first quarter of 2011 for titles published by members of the Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc. © 2011 Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc.
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Book Reviews

from the Catholic News Service and Staff

Continued from page 5.
saint is a quick business.

Bill Briggs, author of “The Third
Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Med-
ical Mystery and a Trial by Faith”
quickly puts that misapprehension
to rest. The canonization of Mother
Theodore Guerin, founder of the
Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-
of-the-Woods, Ind., and the subject
of “The Third Miracle,” took 106
years, from 1900 to 2006.

Anne-Therese Guerin was born
in Brittany, France, in 1798. Her
childhood was scarred by tragedy:
One brother was burned to death,
another died of a childhood disease,
her father was murdered by high-
way brigands as he was coming
home from campaigning with
Napoleon and her mother de-
scended into a debilitating depres-
sion in response to these events. By
the age of 14, Anne-Therese was
the sole support and provider for
her sister, her mother and herself.

At age 20 in 1818, she entered
the Sisters of Providence and
proved to be a tough but fair ad-
ministrator. In 1840, she was cho-
sen to head a party of nuns sent to
the United States to open a con-
vent in the wilderness of Indiana,
north of Terre Haute. They left
France July 27; Sister Theodore
Guerin would never see her mother
or sister again. After a rough At-
lantic crossing, the sisters jour-
neyed from New York to Indiana
by train, steamboat and carriage
and, finally, by foot to a remote
farmhouse owned by one Joseph
Thralls, arriving October 22.

Waiting with Thralls and his
family were four young girls eager
to join the order. All ten sisters lived
initially in the attic of Thralls’ cabin.
But, remarkably, within a year the
sisters had built and opened a
school and convent, despite the chal-
lenges of nature, which they named
St. Mary-of-the-Woods.

But Mother Theodore faced an
even more difficult challenge from
her local bishop who disputed her
property rights and control of the

order so bitterly that he eventually
removed her from her vows and
forbade contact between Mother
Theodore and the sisters. In time,
the bishop was
sent back to
France and
Mother Theodore
continued to build
a network of
schools and con-
vents in a region
not noted from its
receptiveness to BILL BRIGES
Catholics. The Third Miracle
She died at the byBill Briggs
s of 57 May 14, S0 o
1856. The Sisters |5y 978-0199734122
of Providence,

THE THIRD

| TRIALOF FMITH

who had already started work on
the campaign to canonize Mother
Theodore in 1900, officially declared
their intentions on the 50th an-
niversary of her death in 1906.

When the Sisters of Providence
began their campaign, four mira-
cles needed to be attributed to the
intercession of a potential saint.
Pope John Paul II, who canonized
more saints than any pope in his-
tory, lowered the number of mira-
cles necessary to one for beatifi-
cation and another for canoniza-
tion. But the second miracle must
have taken place after the first
miracle is deemed official. It took
90 years for the Sisters of Provi-
dence to have their first case ac-
cepted as miraculous.

The Sisters of Providence had
two contenders for the second mir-
acle. The first was Edward Mulk-
ern, a devout Catholic educated by
the Sisters of Providence in Massa-
chusetts, who suffered from a can-
cerous tumor in his throat the size
of a lemon. While he had had radi-
ation treatments, he was healed at
a pace no physician could explain.

The second candidate, Phil Mc-
Cord, was the chief engineer for
the convent at St. Mary-of-the-
Woods. Raised nominally as a
Protestant, McCord had no church
affiliation as an adult and did not
pray often. His eyesight was never

e Joan Chittister’s New Book -

JOAN
CHITTISTER

The Monastery
of the Heart
An Invitation to
a Meaningful Life
d JOAN CHITTISTER

dl of Benedict to show us a new way
to live a spiritual life in the very

center of the world foday, without
withdrawing from it. This new way

9781933346342

This guide builds on the ancient Rule

e Now in Paperback *

Simple Ways
Towards the Sacred
GUNILLA NORRIS

PRl A lucid and poetic primer for

“ N prayer, meditation, and mindful
™ living. It offers a wide range of
accessible ways fowards the
Sacred in our daily lives: With
Our Bodies, In Qur Dwellings,
With Qur Everyday Things,

9781933346359

good, but his right eye deteriorated
rapidly after an operation for
cataracts in 1998.

With a drooping eyelid and a
red, ulcerating eye, McCord faced a
corneal transplant operation with
little hope of success. Anxious and
desperate, McCord prayed in the
convent chapel for peace of mind
with a short, added petition for
Mother Theodore’s intercession. He
left the chapel calm and at peace
for the first time in weeks and felt
his prayer had been answered. The
next morning his eyelid no longer
drooped and the redness was al-
most gone. Within a few days his
eyesight was restored and the oper-
ation was canceled.

It might appear to outsiders that
the Vatican would be eager for mira-
cle cases to promote a potential
saint’s cause and be happy to ap-
prove them. But the reality is that
cases sent to Rome for examination
have already been analyzed at the
local diocesan level very carefully for
any medical explanation that might
explain a sudden healing. At the
Vatican, the examination gets even
more scrupulous; experts are called
in and most cases are rejected.

“The Third Miracle” explains the
tangled, torturous path of the cam-
paign for Mother Theodore’s canon-

ization, its setbacks and triumphs;
it is popular history at its most
lively and suspenseful.

But even better, it reassures the
reader that heroic virtue and
courage are not qualities exclusive
to the canonized. The men and
women who pray for intercession
and do not get their prayers an-
swered, but who continue to be-
lieve that God is both merciful and
caring, are also worthy of our re-
spect and awe.

Graham Yearley is a graduate of
the Ecumenical Institute at St.
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.

Book captures tension,
culture of ‘60s and how the
Church changed forever

Reviewed by John Skelley

anxiety, I faced the prospect

that I would be required to
learn Latin phrases by heart in
order to become an altar boy. De-
spite the fact that I had heard
these phrases from the womb and
had tested my older brother two
years previous with the bookmark-
sized laminated study card pro-
vided, I was genuinely concerned.

In the mid-sixties, with some

A New Rosary & Chaplet CD
by recording artist Donna Lee

Bhe Haly Rosawy

Dinclided The Chigplot of Triuiwie Wereyy

A spoken meditation led by Father Mario Elias and Donna Lee.
Includes all four mysteries of The Holy Rosary & The Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
Also features Donna Lee’s new song, “Come To My Mercy”

Instrumental background piano by Hans Becker & classical guitar by Lloyd Corle.
20 short meditation songs performed by Donna Lee in between each mystery of the rosary.
Songs like...I love You Lord, Holy Ground, Open My Eyes Lord, Surely the Presence & More!

240 pp loth and In Our Gratitude. No matter what

$19.95

160 pp Paperback
S1295 qur spiritual background, these ways

is centered in the ancient Rule, rooted in ifs

values, but attempts to redefine it for To listen or buy log onto:

seekers today; it suggests a practical model are completely available to any of us. 2 CD Disc Set
upon which to build our own lives. Internet Special www.donnalee.ws
$17.99

BlueBridge bluebiidgebooks.com or call (800) 433-3262
——~
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from the Catholic News Service and Staff

Then, just prior to my initiation,
voila! The mass was in English.
Whew. Thank God.

This was my introduction to
what Mark Massa :
refers to as the
revolution. I'm
not sure the turn-
ing was a com-
plete revolution
but there was cer-
tainly an accelera
tion of awareness.
Mr. Massa sur-
veys several key
storylines run-
ning somewhat by Mark S. Massa, SJ.

Oxford Univ. Press

concurrently from $27.95, 244 pages
the mid- to late- 15BN 978-0199734122

The American
Catholic Revolution

sixties and be-
yond. Beginning with the clash of
historicism and classicism in the
crucible of Vatican II, he elaborates
on the activities of key characters
such as Gommer DePauw (Catholic
traditionalist), John O’Malley (his-
torian) and Bernard Lonergan (the-
ologian). The revealed tension sets
the tone for the rest of the book.
Historical scholarship had been
developing over the course of the
20th century and either by momen-
tum and/or opportunity seemed to
reach a critical mass in Vatican II.
The repercussions of the declara-

tions and debates of the council
were informed by this new aware-
ness and provide a theological back-
drop for the responses to Humanae
Vitae, the Charles Curran Affair,
the saga of the Catonsville Nine
and the writing of Avery Dulles.

All of these topics are treated
thoroughly and for the most part
evenhandedly by Mr. Massa. The
exposition of the role that Fred Mc-
Manus played in nurturing the
new liturgy was a revelation to me
as a layman. Perhaps that was a
source my parents were influenced
by. The scriptural references
(unique in the book) integrated
into the chapter on the Catonsville
Nine, seeming to intend to support
their actions, stretched the notion
of objectivity. The analysis of the
theological and scientific issues
concerning Humanae Vitae were
insightful and thought provoking.

There is much to learn here if
only for the chronology of these
events and how the thread of change
bound them all. The emerging role
of media in American life in the six-
ties allowed an unprecedented expo-
sure to current events and certainly
promoted their importance in our
collective memory in a new and
perhaps more profound intensity
than in decades past.

Revolution or acceleration? Fifty
years later we see political and reli-
gious awakenings all over the world
as developing countries are experi-
encing a new awareness. Five hun-
dred years ago, German theologians
at the Council of Trent wanted the
Mass in the vernacular. I thank
them for starting the revolution.

John Skelley is a layman.

Look! It’s a bird! It’s a
plane! It’s...Joan of Arc!

Reviewed by Shellie Braeuner

y not? Comic books tell
the stories of heroes. Why
not use comic books to tell

the stories of Catholic heroes.

Pauline Kids offers a line of comic
books based on the lives of the
saints. The first book, “Saint Joan of
Arc: Quest for Peace,” follows Joan
in her transformation from a simple
peasant girl to the savior of France.

The graphic novel opens as Joan,
her mother and brother seek refuge
from the British forces at Mont St.
Michel. After instructions from God,
Joan travels the French country-
side, rallying the people and finally
leading French troops to take back
their nation from the British.

The story is a familiar one, but
the graphic novel gives it new life.
Joan lived in a very complex politi-
cal age. After nearly a hundred
years of plague,
war and turmoil,
the French people
had little hope for
survival. The
country was split
between support
for the French
Dauphin (prince)

and the young Saint Joan of Arc:
English King. Quest for Peace
In fact, this by Brunor and

complicated situa- Dominique Bar _
Pauline Books & Media

tion gives rise to $8.95, 56 pages

the only drawback 5N 978-0819871305
to the book. Do-
minique Bar, the author of the text,
explains the political situation in
detail. Bar was born and raised in
Belgium, a country situated on the
French border. He seems to have an
understanding of the situation that
only a native possesses. He uses the
political situation to highlight the
divine intervention needed for Joan
to succeed.

As an American, I am familiar
with the story of Joan, but a little
hazy on the total geo-political situa-
tion that made Joan necessary.

Continued on page 10...

POWERFUL FILMS

JOHN PAUL I
WAS BEATIFIED
MAY | BY
BENEDICT XVI

4 THE LEGACY OF

Jonn Paur I1

Pope Benedict XVI

This is a glorious tribute by Pope
Benedict XVI, who honors his close

friend, Pope John Paul I This book

unites these two great spiritual leaders,

with over 100 photos of many striking

and poignant moments of the pontifi-

cate of John Paul II. Illustrated.

LJP-H ... Sewn Hardcover, $19.95

4 LovVE AND RESPONSIBILITY
Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II)
Drawing on his own pastoral expe-
rience as priest and bishop, Karol
Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II) shows the
value and dignity of the human person,
explaining the basis for the norms of
Catholic sexual morality.
LRE-P. .. Sewn Softcover, $16.95

4 CoveNAaNT OF LovE
Pope John Paul 11 on Sexuality, Mar-
riage, and Family in the Modern World
Fr. Richard Hogan and Fr. John LeVoir
present Pope John Paul II's magnifi-
cent vision of the dignity and rights of
the human person and the divine im-
portance of the family.
COV-P... Sewn Softcover, $16.95

Pawel Tuthnlewics

MIRACLES
| OF JOIN PAUL 11

4 MIRrACLES OF JoHN Paut II
Pawel Zuchniewicz
An instant best-seller in Europe, this
powerful book describes the life and
impact of Pope John Paul II as told by
individuals from all over the world who
give moving personal testimonies on
how they experienced healings through
the intercession of Pope John Paul II
during his lifetime. Illustrated
M]JP-H . .. Sewn Hardcover, $20.00

4 JonN PAUL THE GREAT
Top Catholic writers present their
unique insights on the extraordinary
achievements of the 25 years of John
Paul II's pontificate. This prestigious
group make a strong case that this has
not been merely an exceptional pontifi-
cate but one of the few epoch-making
pontificates in Christian history. Writ-
ers include Fr. Aidan Nichols, Ian Kerr,
William Oddie, John Saward, Rodger
Charles, SJ, and many more.
JPG2-H ... Sewn Hardcover, $19.95

WWW.IGNATIUS.COM

THE BIOG! i
POPE JOHN i1
4 1920-2005 .

Gieorge 5

PRSI

4 WiTNEss To HoPE
George Weigel
iven unprecedented access to Pope
John Paul II, Weigel presents a
groundbreaking portrait of the Pope as
a man, a thinker, and a leader whose
religious convictions have defined a
new approach to evangelization and to
world politics, and changed the course
of history. WTHP-P... Softcover, $24.95

4 THE END AND THE BEGINNING
Pope John Paul II - The Victory of
Freedom, the Last Years, the Legacy
George Weigel
Weigel recounts the tumultuous
last years of John Paul IIs life as
he dealt with a crippling illness as well
as the “new world disorder” and rev-
elations about corruption within the
Church. ENDB-H... Sewn Hardcover, $32.50

4 THE JEWELER'S SHOP

Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II)

In this illuminating three-act play/
meditation, John Paul II explores rela-

tionships between men and women and

the joys and pains of love and marriage.

JSH-H . .. Sewn Hardcover, $14.95

@ IgNACius PRESS  Po. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, cO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531

4 NINE DAys THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

A powerful new film on John Paul II's history
changing nine-day pilgrimage to Poland in
1979 which created a revolution of conscience
that transformed Poland and fundamentally re-
shaped the spiritual and political landscape of
the 20th Century. Film reveals how this amazing
papal trip led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and
the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

VD2 NDCW-M . . . 90 min, $19.95

4 PorEe JonN Paul II - This epic film follows
Karol Wojtyla’s journey from his youth in Po-
land through his late days on the Chair of St. Pe-
ter. It explores his life behind the scenes: how he
touched millions of people and changed the face
of the Church and the world; how he defended
the dignity of mankind. Jon Voight and Cary EI-
wes gave acclaimed performances in this defini-
tive epic film. Includes Spanish subtitles.

BYD PJPII-M ... 3 hrs, $19.95

4 KaroL THE Porg, THE MAN - A highly ac-
claimed film on Pope John Paul II, filmed in Italy
and Poland, this is the true story of a charismatic
spiritual leader who helped bring down Com-
munism, renewed the life of the Church, greatly
impacted the youth worldwide with love for
Christ, and a Pope who reached out to other
religions and world leaders with a message of
peace and love. ¥2 KPM-M ... 185 min, $24.95

4 THE JEWELLER'S SHOP - Based on Pope John
Paul IT's best-selling book, it tells of the struggles
and triumphs in the marriage of three couples.
A mysterious Jeweller (Burt Lancaster) acts as
a mystical advisor to the couples, encouraging
them to keep love at the center of their lives.
John Paul II called it “best possible film based
on my play.” Also stars Olivia Hussey and Ben
Cross. 22 JS-M. .. 95 min, $19.95

4 Witness To HoPE - Based on George Weigel's biography of
Pope John Paul II, this documentary is the most complete film ever
made on the Pope. 2¥2 WTH-M . .. 116 min, $19.95

4 TESTIMONY The Untold Story of Pope JP II - Narrated by Michael
York, this groundbreaking documentary chronicles the untold
story of Pope John Paul I. 2¥2 TUS-M . .. 90 min, $19.95

Summer 2011

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com 9



Book Features

Continued from page 9.

While I learned a lot, I did find my
self referring to online encyclope-
dias for more detail.

The graphic illustrations carry
the reader through Joan’s life with
excitement. Brunor, the illustrator
is a graphic novel veteran. He
chooses the layout of each panel to
highlight the action. Even quieter
scenes, where Joan is simply talk-
ing to nobility, Brunor designs
each panel to show Joan’s tiny
stature and humility.

Younger children may find the
end of the novel disturbing when
Joan is burned at the stake by
Catholic priests. A short epilogue
explains that her trial was nullified,
and that many of the same people
who accused her in the English
court defended her during nullifica-
tion. This is a good opportunity to
talk with older children about the
danger of gossip and spreading sto-
ries. This graphic novel is best of-
fered to children ten and up.

Shellie Braeuner M.Ed is a free-
lance writer and author of “The
Great Dog Wash.”

( In 1790, the first Catholic bible

was printed in the United States

under the encouragement of

( Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore.
-

Book focuses on JPII’s
communication style

By Nicole Coia

ATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
g ; John Paul IT’s ability to com-
municate was not primarily
a result of his experience as an am-
ateur actor, but was an expression
of his theology, said the authors of
a new book.

In his speeches
and writings,
whether the audi-
ence was religious
or not, the late
pope continually
emphasized the
role of Jesus

Christ as both the P

creator of words JPII: Development

of aTheology of
gnd as the embod- Communications
iment of the

by Dr. Christine
Word, the authors Mugridge, SOLT and

said at a round- Sr. Marie Gannon, FMA
table discussion ';;;;;E;gék:a\sgana
when the book  sgN 978-8820980412
was published in

2008.

Christine Mugridge, a member of
the Society of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Trinity, and Salesian Sister
Marie Gannon wrote “John Paul II:
Development of a Theology of Com-

munications,” which was published
by the Vatican publishing house.

In his almost 27-year pontificate,
Pope John Paul “was known for his
communicative gifts,” the authors
wrote. After analyzing both the
pope’s work and his communication
style, the authors concluded that a
principal theme of Pope John Paul’s
pontificate was “the person of
Christ, who not only reveals/com-
municates the salvific plan of the
Father, but reveals/communicates
man to himself in the light of this
divine revelation.”

For Christians, all of salvation
history involves social communica-
tions, including the relationship of

the first disciples with Christ, the
authors wrote. The disciples came
to know Christ as “not only the
bearer of the words of life, but as
the Word of life,” they wrote.
Communication of the faith is
necessary in order to effectively
bring others to encounter Christ
and to remain in communion with
Christ, the authors wrote, and
studying the communications of
Pope John Paul demonstrates how
well he understood that.
Mugridge and Sister Gannon
wrote that Pope John Paul was a
model communicator whose work
deserves consideration for excel-
lence in social communications.

Blessed John Paul II books...

Continued from page 1.
Know about the Blessed John Paul
II” by Tomasz Krolak.

In September, Rizzoli Books will
release “Love is the Explanation of
Everything: 365 Meditations with
the Pope” written by Pope John
Paul II. The book will provide daily
meditations centered upon the es-
sential thoughts of the pope on
questions of faith and conscience.

Liguori Publications has one of
the largest backlist of titles about
Pope John Paul II. The titles include

“Lent and Easter Wisdom from Pope
John Paul II,” “Advent and Christ-
mas Wisdom from Pope John Paul
II” and “Stories of Karol — The Un-
known Life of John Paul II1.” Also
available are many titles related to
his love of praying the rosary and
the Stations of the Cross. Look for
“Testimony of the Cross — Medita-
tions and Prayers of John Paul II,”
“The Stations of the Cross with Pope
John Paul II” and “Mysteries of
Light — Meditations on the Myster-
ies of the Rosary with John Paul I1.”

wizon  Catholic Book Publishing 191-20n

Gift Bibles

Giant Type

-

NEW AMERICAN
BIBLE
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Saints and Prayer Books
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Available at bookstores ¢ catholicbookpublishing.com ¢ 877-CATBOOK (228-2665)
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“very much missed” his homeland,
watched Polish TV news daily and
supported Krakow’s local soccer
team.

Pope John Paul also loved cakes,
although nuns in the papal house-
hold tried to control his weight.

“The sisters osen
didn’t usually HE LIKED
serve dessert ggsEE i
since the Holy Fa-
ther was fighting
(becoming) over-
weight, but he
had such a sweet
tooth he often sig- g

Book says late pope kept
sense of fun in final years

By Jonathan Luxmoore, CNS

ARSAW, Poland (CNS) —
Pope John Paul II sang
and made jokes even at

the end of his life, said a Polish
archbishop who was one of the
pope’s personal secretaries.

“The pope loved to laugh and
could play innocent pranks,” said
Archbishop Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki
of the Latin-rite Archdiocese of

Lviv, Ukraine. “He wasn’t exuber-
ant and didn’t collect information,
and he preferred to listen rather
than talk. But he also noticed it
when you’d had a hard day or were
in bad mood. He would wink at you
and smile.”
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even looking at
the nuns, he’d draw a circle with
his finger on the tablecloth and
keep on drawing it.”

Archbishop Mokrzycki said the
pontiff found it “very hard” to ac-
cept his growing incapacity with
Parkinson’s disease, during which
he had to be helped with washing,
dressing and eating.

“When he tried to stop his hand
shaking and found he no longer
could, he’d get irritated and hit the
chair hard, as if wanting to say,
‘Why is this happening?” Arch-
bishop Mokrzycki said. “We some-
times saw him do this during
general audiences. Watching him, I
realized how much he must be suf-
fering. He’d always been strong,
with so much energy and such an
active life. Now, he had to get used
to another, weaker self.”

The archbishop said Pope John
Paul was “fully conscious” April 2,
2005, the last day of his life, bless-
ing visitors and saying farewell to
the dozen closest friends at his bed-
side.

He added that the pontiff’s face
changed in his final moments and
was “beautiful, smooth and without
creases” at his death.

The archbishop spoke to
Poland’s TVN 24 about his book,
“He Liked Tuesdays Best,” about
life with Pope John Paul. He said
that on Tuesdays during the pa-
pacy, Pope John Paul often would
make discreet, unreported excur-
sions outside Rome.

Archbishop Mokrzycki said the
pontiff was addicted to fresh air
and insisted on keeping his Vati-
can apartment windows open, even
in cold weather.

The late pope rose regularly at 5
a.m. to watch the sunrise and “also
liked sunset, during which he often
cut himself off and became im-
mersed in prayer,” Archbishop
Mokrzycki said.

“When he had a worry, he'd sit on
the terrace to pray in solitude. You
could always count on him to re-
member you in his prayers. His sec-
retaries placed the cards left in the
Vatican with prayer requests on his
chapel kneeler, and he read them
all,” said the archbishop, who was
ordained a priest in 1987 and named
to his Vatican position in 1996.

In the book, recently translated
into English, Archbishop Mokrzy-
cki said he was often asked to sing
Polish folk songs by the pope, who
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